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BYOD Task 1: K12 Teacher Interview  

1. In what ways do your classrooms integrate technology? Do you provide computers or 

smart devices? 

“We provide iPads, Macbook Airs, Chromebooks, and cameras. We integrate technology 

anywhere from creating audio books to having a coding session to using Google Classroom.” 

 

2. What are some problems your school has with effectively using technology in the 

classroom? 

“Many times it is just awareness. Teachers do not always know what is available for them and 

even if they do know, they are not always sure how to best implement it. It can also be hard to 

change how you have taught over many years. For me, the biggest problem in implementing 

technology is time. We're on such a tight schedule with our standards and curriculum that we 

need to make sure the students are getting it quickly so we can move onto the next thing. 

Sometimes technology can be unreliable because the kids haven't had as much exposure, at least 

in third grade, so it takes them a lot longer to do it on the computer then it would by hand, 

especially when it comes to projects and performance tasks.” 

 

3. Is your school going in the right direction with technology integration? What could be 

done differently? 

“I believe we are. We are slowly integrating the G Suite applications, which will help students 

access other programs with a username and password that we control. What could be done 

differently can be very hard to do, but thinking outside the box would allow for more technology 

in the classroom. Rather than simply reading about animals in a book, students could use 

computers to observe animals across the world on animal cams on a computer. Rather than just 

taking notes on what the observe, they could write down questions they have on a Padlet 

discussion board online at which time we go search for an animal expert to answer them. Part of 

that is me exposing the teachers to technologies and having suggestions ready as to how to 

expand a lesson when working with them.” 
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BYOD Task 2: Rationale Report 

We believe the school is on the right track in terms of using technology to supplement 

student learning.  Perhaps concerns regarding time limits and student abilities can be addressed 

with a revised plan.  For example, if it seems that students are struggling to use technology in an 

efficient way to present material then the focus could be put on utilizing technology for 

researching and/or teaching general concepts.  Additionally, students can use available 

technologies to do simple and specific activities related to the standards so that they do not feel 

overwhelmed with new material and unfamiliar resources. 

Secondly, the variety of technology available to students is impressive and able to be 

used for a variety of tasks.  With all these options, there may be a way to encourage cooperative 

learning.  While each student may use their own device, collaborating with each other might 

speed up the learning process for more difficult concepts if they do not focus individual learning.  

Students who are quick to understand can assist others who may be lagging, either by physically 

demonstrating how to use certain technologies or by using online communication tools (such as 

Seesaw, Edmodo, or other class blogs). 

As for the teacher’s use of technology, one noted problem was lack of awareness.  There 

are many options available to use, so it is difficult to narrow down what would be best for one’s 

classroom.  If the teacher were to keep the concept of intentional (goal-regulated) learning in 

mind when planning an activity, it may be possible to refine the search for useful materials.  

Using google to search for helpful software that brings specific learning objectives into the real 

world could benefit the teacher.  Furthermore, it may be possible to connect to teachers from a 

variety of schools online to share their own B.Y.O.D ideas. 

 

BYOD Task 3: Customized Activity and Objective 

Georgia Performance Standard: Habits of Mind – S3CS3.b 

S3CS3. Students will use tools and instruments for observing, measuring, and manipulating 

objects in scientific activities utilizing safe laboratory procedures. 

1. Use computers, cameras and recording devices for capturing information. 
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Activity: Using NASA Globe Observer and Edmodo to connect 3rd graders with both their 

classmates and the outdoors 

Goal: Make a fast, easy to implement activity that promotes collaboration and effective use of 

school-provided iPads.  Encourage students to make connections between the classroom, 

technology, and the outside world. 

Objectives: Observe different cloud types using NASA GLOBE Observer app and base 

identifications on in-class readings.  Share your recordings on the Edmodo class blog following 

brief, social-media style post formatting. 

Description: In this activity, students will record observations of clouds using the NASA Globe 

Observer app on the iPad. They will then use Edmodo, an online communication tool aimed at 

children, to share what they’ve learned with teachers and classmates. The teachers prepare for 

this assignment by showing students the GLOBE e-book provided by NASA, which explains 

how to identify different types of clouds. Optionally, the teachers can attend the GLOBE Teacher 

Workshop to receive training in using inquiry-based research in the classroom. 

One issue we are addressing is the time required to implement technology in classrooms with 

young, less experienced students. Both NASA Globe Observer and Edmodo are simple platforms 

with minimal preparation necessary, allowing ease of use for both students and teachers. 

By using their technology outside, students will learn the range of ways that technology can be 

used for learning. They will interact directly with their environment in addition to viewing 

learning tools and peer comments online. 
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